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Presentation Evening 17th November

Another excellent evening to
celebrate all that is outstanding
about our school was compered by
new Senior students, Head boy Sam
Marsden and Head Girl, Alex Myers
seen here with Matthew
Woodhouse and Grace Eyles who
held those positions last year. We
welcomed back Mrs Mclntyre and
Mrs Duncan who returned after

leaving last year.

Jess Jameson received the Paul
Oldroyd Community Award for her
outstanding involvement in the life
of the school over the last five years.
Jess ,who goes to Ss Peter and Paul,
is a picture of modesty. | remember
Jess in Lourdes when, without any
fuss, she handed her cagoule to a
wheelchair bound pilgrim to shelter
her from the rain.

A special treat ended the evening as
Lynne Edwards, accompanied by
Sallie Galvin, sang for het former
year group. Many of our former
students were moved to tears in an
extremely powerful performance.

1|Page



Transport Meetings November 21° and December 6"

Two meetings have taken place at
Beckets in the last four weeks in
relation to this important issue.

The first was s
in surgery’ for
will be affected by this proposal.
The LA officers who attended ran
the meeting as an Open meeting
taking questions and comments
from the floor.

The outcome was unsatisfactory
and a follow up meeting was called
for December 6™ when Councillor
Rowley was able to give a
presentation and take questions
and comments from the floor.

There was an excellent turnout with
over two hundred in attendance.
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Reconciliation Services Thursday 8th December

These took place for all year groups. We are particularly grateful to Fr Michael, Fr Nigel and
Fr Mark for their support.

Form Mass The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Thursday 8"

Year eleven forms have been offering their intentions and attending Thursday morning Mass
in the chapel with Fr Michael.

Anti-bullying Week

Stop andt Fink -
During the week commencing Monday 14™ November, Uqu‘O\S con ‘NAV"‘"
the pupils and staff at St Thomas a Becket proudly Anti-Bullying Week
supported the National Anti Bullying Campaign. 14-18 November 2011

There was a week of assemblies, competitions and
activities across a number of subject lessons concerned with raising the awareness of bullying, its
causes and solutions.

The week started Vhistvadd an ‘ofpdrtunzy foMal mehtbers’of our school
community to take part in a non uniform day to launch Anti-Bullying Week 2011.

Various year group competitions were completed.

Year 7 —Poster competition.

Year 8 — Design a logo competition.

Year 9 - Poetry competition.

Year 11 - Anti Bullying Quiz.

Year 10 pupils were involved in the organising and coordination of the other year group events
especially the Anti Bullying Councillors.

All lower school pupils also designed and coloured in a fish as a symbol against bullying. These have
now been collectively displayed on the dining room window to create an effective stained glass
window.

The activities permeated through many of the subjects with Anti Bullying themed lessons in Maths,
English, Drama, ICT and PSHCE.

Many form tutors used Anti —bullying week as a theme for their form time throughout the week and
presentations, group work, personal reflections and prayers were of an Anti Bullying focus.

Our college does not have a huge bullying problem but by supporting Anti Bullying Week we
continue to show the pupils that bullying of any form is not acceptable and will not be tolerated in
our community.
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Zoo Lab

Zoo Lab came to visit once again
bringing an assortment of hairy,
longlegged and slimy things!

If you carefully you an see aGiant
African snal having the desired
affect!

)y TAU AA T EOOAE/
corn snake!
Year 9 also learnt something about
the complex ecosystem in the
Tropical Rainforst too! Stef
Sandersan, Head of Geography,

felt holding a bush tucker trial may
be a step too far!

Physical Education Department upda tes

On Wednesday 23" November the GCSE Year 11 Dance group accompanied by Miss Mills, Miss
Mackowski and Mrs Davies spent a lovely evening in Bradford. The evening began with a pizza
followed by the latest collection of dancers by the traveling Dance Company — Ballet Rambert.

On Sunday 27™ November the Beckets PE department hit the road once again, this time the
destination was Liverpool to watch the National finals of the Fast Net Netball Competition. The
competition was in its final stages and we were able to witness the top six netballing nations take to
the court demonstrating a ‘new rul es spectacul @

New Zealand, Australia, Jamaica, Fiji, South Africa and England all competed to become the Fast Net
Champions of the World. In a thrilling final match England beat New Zealand 33 — 26. A huge thank
you goes to Mrs Davies, Miss Mackowski and Mr Taberner who gave up their weekend to take our
children on this thoroughly enjoyable trip.

WORLD NETBALL SERIES

LIVERPOOL 2011
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Blood, Sweat and Tears Monday 12th Dec
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GCSE pupils learnt a new skill this week and
were left battered and bruised!

Lorna Good, Head of Drama invited a
professional make-up artist into school to teach
the pupils how to create workable stage make
up and effects.

The GCSE pupils will then be able to use these
skills as part of their Controlled Assessments but
also, she would like them to be able to share
these skills with Yr 6s at Open Evening next
year.

The students enjoyed it so much they even
went home with it on!

Maths qUiZ The Year 7

Christmas Shape Competition
finals were held over two days
this week. The had to compose
jingles and re-create given shapes
accurately using themselves

Celebration
Assemblies

These have taken place over the
last couple of weeks during
assembly time and have involved
many students receiving
recognition for work and attitude
in Departments during this first
term. Well done everyone.




Bake a Cake Tuesday 13th Dec and the return of Bake a
Cake Day!

Mrs Vicki Mason hit on a gold
mine of an idea when she
suggested a Bake a Cake Day for
staff. It was such a massive
success there was enough cake
left over for a repeat on
Wednesday!

Mr Ashley Munns is either seen
here rubbing his hands in
anticipation of
let you decide!

Parent Focus Group Wednesday 14th Dec

The second meeting of the year has taken place. Tim Whitney, Assistant Head KS4 gave a
presentation on proposed changes to our behaviour policy. This will be posted on our website. We
welcome comments from parents on any aspect of our approach to re-enforcing good behaviour in
our community.

The group were given the chance to make comments on my twice termly Report to Governors which
| attach at the end of this mammoth newsletter!
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An open discussion then followed on the recent Transport meeting and comments were taken by

two Foundation Governors who are also parents.

I also referred the group to the *“Parent View
to make their judgements on 12 questions.

Parent View

Parent View has been produced with the assistance of a panel of parents who contributed to
shaping the questions and the way the site functions. The questionnaire covers a range of topics,
including quality of teaching, bullying, behaviour and levels of homework, allowing parents to give a
vi ew about tohoaéadhissaehwiitH adidalguessian &is © whether or not they would
recommend the school to other parents. The questionnaire does not allow free text comments but
invites responses to a series of closed questions.

The questions were carefully chosen to cover those issues that parents told Ofsted are the most
important to them. They are also designed to provide Ofsted with the information to support
decisions about inspection and will give headteachers a direct route into gathering the views of their
parent group.

"Whil st parents’ views alone cannot trigger an i
| hope everyone with an interest in education will welcome this innovation and that parents around

the country will use Parent View to make their views count.'

The results for each school will be published on the website in real time. They will then be saved at
the end of the academic year so that every school will have an ongoing year-on-year picture
available to view.

Ofsted will monitor the results for each school and where concerns become clear these will be
assessed by Her Majesty’'s Inspectors. The findin
Of sted undertakes to decide, for exampebreto whet her
have declined and therefore the school needs to be inspected. They will also be part of the
information that inspectors consider in preparation for any routine school inspection. Taking on
board feedback from Of st edn'schoolyabaladca df measurgs,a n e | and
including a registration process with password, have been put in place to help ensure the security of
the website and to treat schools fairly, while making sure it is accessible for parents to use. Systems
are also in place to flag potential signs of misuse and appropriate action will be taken where this is
clear.
Parents will be asked to give their view on the following 12 questions, from strongly agree through
to strongly disagree:
1 My child is happy at this school
My child feels safe at this school
My child makes good progress at this school
My child is well looked after at this school
My child is taught well at this school
My child receives appropriate homework for their age
This school ensures the pupils are well behaved
This school deals effectively with bullying
This school is well led and managed
This school responds well to any concern | raise
I receive valuable information from the schoc«
| would recommend this school to another parent

=4 =4 =4 4 -8 -4 4 -4 -8 -4 -

The questionnaire is accessible at www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.
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http://www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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SEF
December 2011.
AD OUTCOMES: HOWELL ARE PUPILS DOING, TAKING ACCOUNT OF ANY VARIATION?
Pupil s’ attai nment
23; The quality of the | earning of all pupil s’
A2:3 disabilities and their progress
A2.4

Pupil s’ achi evement

Assertive Mentoring Update October 2011
Successes:
Four students are now predicted to get at least 5A*-C Including English and Maths:
Two students are now predicted to get English and Maths but other subjects now need attention to
ensure that they get at least 5 GCSEs:

A number of students have moved up grades in key subjects but are still missing Maths or English.
With these grades added to our recent predictions at the end of last year our new total is up from 63%
to 67% at least 5A*-C Including English and Maths.

Concerns:
9 8 students have dropped a grade in English or Maths —mentors to focus on bringing these
grades back up.
Teachers are currently entering estimated grades for the whole year group after which further analysis
can take place and a War Room display put up.

Year 10 Target Setting

On Wednesday 9" November, Year 10 pupils had their data conference to motivate, describe the
support available and to explain the taret setting process we have at school

Pupils have been given their Fischer Family Trust chance graphs and have been encouraged to be both
realistic and ambitious in the setting of personal targets for their GCSE assessments.

Parents have been sent a letter to explain the process to them and pupils required to discuss their
target with their subject teachers.

Targets will be written into pupil planners and used to provide a benchmark against which pupils and
teachers can measure progress.

Year 10 Assessment Calendar

As a result of feedback received from the KS4 Study Support Evening which was held on the 6™
October, all Year 10 pupils have been given as assessment calendar which is designed to provide an
over view for pupis and their parents of the assessments which will be made in subjects over this
academic year

CATS

Year 9 students have undertaken their CAT assessments in the W/C 21* November, these will be used
to determine which students require support in the lead up to embarking on their GCSE courses and
they will alos identify areas of strength which should help inform both themselves and parents in the
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options process (SW)

Mock exams began on November 28" for a eight day period, however, exams timetabled for
November 30" have had to be rescheduled.

1:1 tuition

1:1 Tuition continues with the year 8 students, their final sessions will be in January and then we will
embark on small group work with the Year 7 students identified by the CAT assessments. The sessions
are run by Mrs V Rooney and are proving very successful with students making progress in either
Literacy / Numeracy or both. (SW)

Year 7 Information Evening

This was held for parents of the students in our current Year 7, the attendance was good with around
80 people in attendance. The evening was led by Sarah Wilkinson, John Firth and paddy Kiernan. The
evening involved the introduction of how to use eportal; interpreting Interim reports; where to find
help; Understanding the CAT assessments; The Curriculum and the importance of attendance and
punctuality to lessons. (SW)

Year Seven are fully 'Booked up'!

“Booked Up gives every year 7 child in Engl
selected titles. The aim of Booked Up is to inspire excitement about reading and discovering new books
and authors. We hope your child enjoys their Booked Up book and that it encourages them to continue
reading. In addition to the books, we are now offering every year 7 student the opportunity to attend
the Reading Group after school every Thursday 3-4pm in the library. We read, enjoy and most
importantly talk about their favourite books. It is heart warming to hear students talking about plots
and characters they love. They do this with so much zeal and excitement that it inspires me to read
theirrecommendati ons” Nazi a Nazir

A2.5

The extent to which pupils feel safe

The Safeguarding Team continue to meet each week to discuss any concerns staff may have.

We have welcomed Karen Jones and Carole Tattersfield to the team this term. In addition, college
provided an INSET session entitled Safeguarding Children and Young People to all college staff on 15"
September.

Staff have completed an on-line training module entitled Awareness of Child Abuse and Neglect.

All staff undertook Medical Training in a twilight session on Thursday 24™ November. This fulfils our
annual commitment to protecting students who require the use of epi-pens as well as other individual
complex needs.

A2.6

Pupil s’ behaviour

Behaviour Update KS 3 and 4

Sanction Number of

pupils per year
group

7
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SLT/AT on-call 0 2 15 3 31
Pupils in PSU 1 9 25 25 40
Late Detentions 8 15 56 91 130
Wednesday Whole School 1 6 25 12 36
Detentions
Headteacher’s detention 0 0 1 0 6
Exclusions 0 0 3 9 15
Stamps 27358 24238 11209 6937 7561

Details of exclusions 27 pupils in total have been excluded for a period of 66% days, 3 of these pupils
were excluded on more than one occasion

IEU
We have written new protocols for the IEU —the Internal Exclusion Unit which was previously the PSU.
Parents have been informed by letter as have our pupils through assembly and form time.

As well as allowing us to keep more pupils in school who may have been previously excluded, we hope
that the new protocols will provide clarity for staff and pupils and enable pupils to make even better
progress when they are required to work in isolation.

Protocols for Effective Behaviour management in the IEU

Who can refer?

T Academic tutor can refer after agreement from Assistant Headteacher
9 SLT can refer subject to capacity in PSU
When is it appropriate to use the IEU?

9 For pupils whose behaviour has determined that they have been excluded from the school
community

In the place of and in addition to external exclusion especially at KS4.

Cooling off subject to capacity in PSU

Return from exclusion in the case of students who have failed to complete set work
Students who have failed to attend HT detention (cross ref with hierarchy of sanctions)
How do we ensure that the time is used effectively?

=A =4 =4 =9

Advance planning with whiteboard on display for two week period

A bank of work is organised according to Year Group and subject

A record of work set and completed is kept

A clear expectation of how much work to be completed is made in advance for the day ahead
Work set is collected by office runner period five the day before

If unavailable the member of staff brings work down at 3.00pm. Adele returns work to staff

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 =9
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pigeon hole where its completion is acknowledged and the quality assessed. Failure to
complete work will result in another day in the PSU.
9 Students are directed to meet in reception at 8.55am and are escorted to the unit via Autism
path. The PSU day finishes at 3.15p.m.
Students remain in the unit all day
Lunch is ordered and delivered to the unit
Breaktime is spent in the unit
Students work in silence
One warning will be given for failure to follow instructions. On call will attend on second
occasion and student will have automatic extension of day to 3.25pm. This must be made clear
in communication with parent. Student must bring reply slip acknowledging parental
agreement.
9 Thereis no social chat. No radio/music. No visitors to the unit are allowed.

= =4 =4 =4 =4

When does the sanction take place?

It is most effective when planned in advance and when parents have been informed. Account must be
taken of the various personalities in the Unit at any one time.

Behaviour Policy

An updated Behaviour policy is currently out for consultation.

Uni ons and the Governors'’ St andar gig" Novenmbenand t
there will be a further opportunity for discussion on the 29" November at the Tutor Team meetings.

All staff have had a copy of the draft and comments are due to Tim by 2" December.

It is hoped that the new policy will be in place by the start of February half-term 2012

Year 10 Pastoral Report

This has now been completed and, together with the Year 11 Pastoral Report, provides detailed
information on the standards of pastoral care in KS4.

The reports reflect the quality of the care which pupils in upper school receive from their form tutors
and academic tutors. Copies of the completed reports are available from Tim.

Basic Standards — Pastoral Review
The Year 9 Pastoral review was successfully completed and Year 8 is currently taking place.

The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles

A2.7
Too Much punch for Judy
This Theatre in Education play, which deals with the impact on families of dudniking, has been
booked for Year 11 pupils for week beginning™2February.

A2.8 | The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community
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Silver Surfers

Three sessions took place in October. Members of our local parishes were invited to receive training
from our pupils in new technologies. More than thirty of our pupils have now been involved in this
project which encourage cooperation between different generations. More sessions will be held in the
new year.

Big Ideas Competition

November 2011: Kirsten Pattison accompanied David Ross of Solutions for the Planet to further explain
and discuss the bid for a grant to enable them to take forward the ideas developed during the Big Ideas
competition with St Thomas a Becket designated the lead school in the partnership along with Partners
in innovation, David Young Community Academy and Park Lane Learning Trust.

This took place in Leeds with representatives from the DFE. A decision will be made known in early
December.

Christmas Card Competition Winners Judged

There was stiff competition as fifty nine students submitted entries for the
annual Christmas card competition organised by Stef Sanderson, Head of
Geography. Seven runners up were selected who each received an HMV

Drama

Pupils from all year groups are feverishly preparing this years' school production of Oliver! From Food
Glorious Food to Pick a Pocket or Two the last few weeks has seen over 50 of Beckets own singing,
dancing and acting their way through the wonderful world of Oliver Twist.

Blocking for Act 1 is almost complete and work on Act 2 about to begin. Soloists are being put through
their paces and even some of the staffare* OoePeh-Pa hi ng’ t heir way i nt
Costumes have be pinned and sewn and the set designed and painted.

This year will hopefully see a brand new and exciting type of staging (thanks to the design by Mr.
Rooney). We are well on the way to creating a Beckets 'must see' and we hope that many of you will
show your support when tickets go on sale in January.

Lorna Good

UKYP

The UK Youth Parliament holds elections every year for MYPs
(Members of the Youth Parliament) to be elected. We usually
hold an internal school election to see who we want to be our
candidate from Beckets. This year, four pupils have put their
names forward - Laura Luong and Harriet Fallon from year 9,
Daniel Moore from year 10 and Sally Jones from year 11. They
all spoke in year group assemblies last week, about why pupils

should vote for them. | was impressed with how articulate
and thoughtful their ideas were. Ballot papers went out to
forms and the successful candidate was Daniel Moore. As the

L T S T T K [ S -
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Open Evening

Preparations have been on-going for the last
few weeks but came to a climax in another
stunning display of talent in our annual Open
Evening. Over three hundred people visited us

and were oraated hv nver twn hiindred

When parents and their children consider choosing
the best school it mus
pl ace’ with schomakilga ar
pitch about results and results and results!

Taking this on we mimicked the market place.
Revelation Dance Group sported logo inspired t-
shirts with our theme for the year.

Every child who visited received a tin can with a

familiar and popular brand mark but with a twist.

A2.9

Pupil Attendance

Data on attendanced5% of pupils are attending college; 4.86% have authorised absence, 0.12%
unauthorised absence and 3.02% are persistent absent pupils.
Weekly attendance league organised bByear 11 pupils and leading to certificates being provided t(

the best forms in KS3 and KS4 is providing additional motivation and interest.

A2.10

Pupil Survey

Years 8 &1 have completed an annual survey by rating 18 areas of school life. The results are
below They also indicate involvement in other areas of school and community life.

PUPIL SURVEBEST THINGS ABOUT THIS COLLEGE 2011

CATEGORIES RATINGS
1. Support for learning difficulties 78%
2 Standards of Teaching 69%
3. Catholic teachings/influences 64%
4. Being challenged enough 63%
5. School discipline, standards 58%
6. Safety 57%
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7. Care, guidance, support 55%
8. After school/lunchtime activities 50%
9. Non-teaching staff 49%
10. | Community feeling 49%
11. | Enjoyment 48%
12. | Planners 44%
13. | Option choices 42%
14. | Food/drink provision 39%
15. | Marking/feedback 34%
16. | PSHCE 32%
17. | Homeworks 32%
18. | Facilities/buildings 16%

Pupil Involvement in School and Community

WHOLE SCHOOL

Number of Students % of Students involved
involved

Religious Services 115 19.90
Charity Events 124 21.45
Cafod Events 111 19.20
Assemblies 194 33.56
Prefecting 52 9.00

Performing in front of Parents 160 27.68
School Office Helper 183 31.66
Operation Christmas Child 294 50.87
Sports Teams 284 49.13
ABC Councillor 33 5.71
Duke of Edinburgh Awards 61 10.55
Rock Challenge 119 20.59
Silver Surfers Programme 31 8.82

Total Surveyed 578
A211/4EA A@OAT O T £ POPEI 086 ODPEOEOOAI h 11T OAl h OTA

Batley Torchlight Procession

Beckets responded t o t HeaenniBisasybfohpBatiey Torenlight t o
procession on a cool and blustery autumnal evening.

[a}}
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The event was well attended as always but pilgrims had
difficulty keeping their candles alight.

Having taken part in the Lourdes torchlight procession it was
touching to do the same thing but in Batley.

The power of over two thousand Catholics processing through
the streets of a Northern town with banners and candles was
not lost on the locals who stood on verandas and even came
out of pubs to watch.

All Saints Day Masses 1st November

"Put your hand up if you want to be a saint?" asked Fr Michael in every one of the three Masses he
celebrated with all students on the Holy day of obligation. "Well you can't get to heaven if you don't!"
he cried after seeing the lack of hands up.

Happily for the students (and for parents) many students had changed their view after the homily.
Mass is always a special time in school; a way we underline our distinctiveness and highlight real
community.

Class Masseare being celebrated in school by Father Michael Kelly. Staff and pupil masses are
on the first Thursday of each month and individual class masses on other Thursdays before scho
prayer intenions bookwill be presented at each mass having been completed by each class on a
weekly cycle.

The Chaplaincy and Liturgy teams are preparingd&ent Services for pupils and parents.
We have been learning new contemporary hymns with Y7 during assemblies on a F(iday
21 AAOOO O &EITTA OAOEQq O/ 00 "1 A EO EAOAG AT A
OOAOOGET C O1 AITiT A 1060 1T &£ OEAEO OEAIT1 O A 1E
learning the hymns.

Den Roberts

GATEWAYS

Year 7 wi be presented with their Passports at a special assembly dfiRecember and everything
is in place to celebrate their involvement in our school community, via the stamps that will be pla
in their passports.The Learning Set looking at a Graduation €aony has met and is enthusiastic
about the concept of a ceremony for each of YearslD. It is envisaged that sponsorship of these
events will be sought and guest speakers invited to attend

Lourdes 2012
30 Students have now been allocated a place on the Lourdes Pilgrimage 2012. The first Lourdes
meeting was held in the first week of this half term and was the official launch of the fundraising
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initiatives and completion of the necessary paper work.

The 30students will be accompanied by Sarah Wilkinson (Group Leader), Jude Roberts, Brad
Conway and Fr Michael.

The group depart on Thursday"5July and return on Friday 3july.

Watch this space for further details regarding the fundraising events !! (SW)

Operation Christmas Child

The Charity known as Operation Christmas Child run by Samaritans Purse was launched with th
UAAOO Q60 AO T1TA T &£ OEAEO TAI AA #EAOEOEAO C
4EA UAAOO Q60 xAOA OEIT xhox cAn nfake® hueldiffééncelol ome chiild
somewhere in the world.

The students managed to produce 46 boxes which were collected this week to be send across th

world to those in need and bring a little light relief to the seriousness of our world (SW)

Christmas Hampers

Once again the school are intending to send Christmas food hampers to those within our local
parishes. The letters have gone home with students this week and we hope that each form can
create 4 hampers to represent each week in advent.

We will then contact the parishes representatives of SVP to help us to distribute the Hampers (SV

A3

HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE PROVISION?

A3.1
A3.2

The quality of teaching, and the use of assessment to support learning

INSET Thurs 10" November — Effective
Evaluation through lesson Observation

The INSET was attended by all teaching staff
and focussed on how to move teaching from
‘“good to outstandin
the Oftsed criteria from January 2012 for
Teaching and Learning and was run by Clive
Hurren from the SSAT who is an ex Head
teacher and School Improvement Advisor.
The session was well received by staff and
made links with the work done last year on
Assessment for Learning. The session
highlighted the importance of measuring
pupil progress within lessons will be followed
up with further INSET later in the academic
year.
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Teaching grades Summary

Last year 12% of lessons observed were outstanding, 71% good and 17% satisfactory —therefore 83%
were good or better.

So far this year 19% are outstanding, 68% Good and 13% satisfactory — Therefore so far 87% are good
or better.

This data is from departmental reviews.

Assessment

Interim report 1 is currently taking place for all years. Teachers are entering sub levels at KS3 and
current predicted grades at KS4. They will also enter a grade for effort, an action for the pupil to
consider when looking to improve and a grade- E T or U. This is a te;i
pupil is Exceeding their target, on target or Under target. The target grades or levels are set with the
teachers and take into consideration the pupils FFTD estimates. The data will be used for analysis and
useful intervention procedures. The interim reports will be used in a form period where pupils reflect
on their progress. The reports will go home to parents on 2™ December.

A3.3
The extent to which the curriculum meets

Literacy:
Literacy is a fundamental skill required by pupils in order for them to access the curriculum and to allow
them to reach their full potential. It is now a major focus of the new OFSTED framework and
inspections, starting in January 2012. A group of staff have recently come together as part of the whole
school Learning set programme, to raise the profile of Literacy across the curriculum and to implement
a training programme designed to develop the skills of all staff in delivering literacy objectives. Links are
being made with our Partner Primary colleagues in order to gain their help and support in developing
the strategies and skills required to drive this initiative. A new draft literacy policy has been put
together for ratification by the Governing body and plans are already under way for a staff training
session to raise awareness of the importance of integrating and flagging up literacy objectives in all
subject areas. It is hoped that a member of the Governing body will be given the specific remit for
Literacy and will liaise with the Literacy group.

A3.4 The effectiveness of care, guidance and support

Form Period

All children discussed their interim report grades in an extended form period on Monday 28"
November. Grades for effort and attainment were put in planners. Parents will receive a copy of the
interim report on Friday 2" December.

Senior students selected

After a rigorous selection process twenty two hopeful Year Eleven students were whittled down to a
shortlist of fifteen who were then asked to deliver a five minute presentation followed by questions. Six
succesful students were offered the key posts with two new posts being created to reflect the
outstanding quality of the boys and girls.
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Sam Marson is Head Boy with Alex Napper his deputy, Alex Myers is Head Girl, whose deputy isZoe
Kerrins . The two new posts are Head of Key Stage Three, Sarah Shaw, and Head of Key Stage Four,
Adena Elliot.

| look forward to working with these astonishing young people in the months ahead.

Notre Dame Assembly
Terry Coen, Principal of Notre Dame Catholic College, led assemblies to our Year 11 pupils on 14"
November to provide pupils with an overview of what Notre Dame has to offer

Central Learning Community Transition Project
Simon Rimmington, the transition project manager, is working with ten members of our Year 11
cohort to try and ensure hat they are placed on posiL6 courses as soon as is practicable.

HOW EFFECTIVE ARE LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT?

A4
A4.1 | The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambition and driving improvement,
A4.2 | and the leadership and management of teaching and learning
The Whole School Improvement Plan has been finalised and a self review has take place. This will be
shared with Governors on December 6™ and approval will be sought.
AL3 The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and supporting the school so that weaknesses

are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities are met

Link Governance
The first Link Governance Reports were received and reviewed at The Standards Committee meeting on
November 15™. Minutes have been circulated.

Parent Governor Vacancies
Since there were only two nominations the two Governor vacancies were filled by David Wright and
Pete Vickers who will serve for a term of four years. | look forward to working with them both.

Foundation Governor
We also welcome Julie Greenwood from English Martyrs parish as our new Foundation Governor,
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covering a three year tenure

Ad.4

The effectiveness of the school’s engagemen

Parents' Focus Group 5.30pm on Wednesday 19" October

The first meeting of the group took place with discussions surrounding results, the condition and
upkeep of the toilets, fundraising, the proposed changes to free bus passes. New members are always
welcome and should request further information from Colleen Parker, my p.a.

Year Eleven parents evening (1) Thursday 20" October
There was an excellent turnout of 82% for the first of our two calendared parents evenings for Year
eleven. Parents who were unable to attend should contact Mrs Davies.

Year Seven Information Evening 3rd November

There was a good turnout of parents of our Year Seven's Information Evening. Senior teachers Sarah
Wilkinson and Paddy Kiernan supported by Assistant Headteacher KS3, John Firth gave parents vital
information about how they can access up to date information about how to support their children as
well as being able to access the College eportal.

There was also a further appeal for contributions to our Scool Building Development Fund.

A4.5

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well- being

Catholic Partnership news

On Wednesday5"Oct ober Catholic Heads and chairs o
discuss the building and premises needs of Catholic schools across the district.

Eachschoolsubmi ts a ‘bid’ on a proforma and then
under the brokerage of Kevin Andersan from the Diocese.

As a results a priority order is determined but as always it is dependent on funds made available by the
government.

Beckets submitted a number of schemes and two were prioritised; total refurbishment and
modernisation of staff and student facilities as well as an extension to the dining room. We would have
to part fund these ourselves and, as such, | would urgeyou,i f you haven’t don ¢
gift aid donation to the school.

My commitment is to improve facilities to benfit all our children. Since | have been Head donated
money has always been spent on this and will always be spent on this.

Teacher Training

In partnership with Leeds University, Leeds Trinity University and Leeds Metropolitan University we are
training new teachers in preparation for their entry into the profession. They contribute to the life of
our college through their involvement in supporting many curricular activities.

St Wilfrid’s Day Thursday 20" October

| was proud to attend the Patronal Mass in celebration of the Feast day of our brother school with the
cadidates for the post of Senior student. After Mass our students were Royally treated to a slap up
lunch along with other VIP guests. In the afternoon students joined in the celebrationson the school
field which had the look and the feel of a village fete

A4.6

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equal opportunity and tackles discrimination
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Armistice Day 11th November

Once again the school observed the two minutes silence in commemoration of the 93rd anniversary of
the signing of the Armistice. Tutors had led their own reflections in form time and this was followed by
a bell, right in the middle of breaktime, to mark the period of reflection.

It was beautifully observed both within the school building and out on the yard where only the sound
of a passing London-bound train and screaming land gulls (who thought break was over!) broke the
silence.

The Mirga Brothers play the Royal Albert Hall

Wednesday 9" November saw 44 pupils from St. Thomas a Becket Catholic College travel to London to
watch Konrad and Adam Mirga, also known as The Mirga Brothers, play to an audience of 5000 as they
openedthe3®and f i nal night of the School s’ Prom
The brothers played a short piece from the organ box, centre stage, to open the evening of music and
then again as the concluding act with a piece they composed themselves. The audience were wowed
and amazed by the talent and skill shown by these young men and at certain points it was difficult to
hear the music above the cheers from the audience!

Konrad, 16 and Adam, 14, participated in the Music for Youth Festival regional heats earlier this year
and received stunning feedback from the judges; their Polish Folk Music piece achieved them a rousing
round of applause from all who were watching and saw them progress to the Regional final in
Birmingham. Again, the judges were amazed by the skills Konrad displays of the violin and Adam on the
accordion and were | ost for words when shar
found themselves in Dressing Room No1l of the Royal Albert Hall ready to impress the 5000 strong
crowd.

Not a person in the Hall could fail to be impressed by the accomplishment of the boys and were even
more impressed when the presenters informed everyone that neither boy can read music but learn all
their pieces by ear; working with their grandfather to keep Polish traditions at the heart of the music
they create.

It was an amazing day and whilst The Mirga Brothers were doing a sound check rest of the pupils were
visiting the Natural History Museum taking part in interactive video presentations and getting to grips

with dinosaurs! It was an even better eveningandno-one c¢cheered | ouder th
who had gone along to support two of our own.
Lorna Good

We will be publishing more photos of this special event in the next issue! In the meantime , please
check out the Classic FM website for more photos and an interview with the boys.
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A4.7 | The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures
Meetings continue to take place every Thursday morning between senior staff for responsibility for
Safeguarding. These meetings are clerked and records filed.

A4.8 | The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion
The Removal of Free Bus passes for Catholic children Consultation 31st October to 9th December
Since made aware of this issue on 22™ September 2011 a number of meetings have taken place. The
first at Beckets with LA officers on October 19" agreed a format for meetings in schools which was later
changed by the LA and changed again. There have been issues regarding the validity of the consultation
i.e the wording of the document, the accessibility to the website amongst other things.
Action has taken the form of a petition, letters to Councillors, MPs, the press. Parish priests have taken
a prominent role in broadcasting this issue. Some local councillor support has been given. A Strategy
group met at Beckets to determine further action and an Open and public meeting has been organised
for 6™ December.

A4.9 | The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for money

Staffing Personnel Issues

U Interviews took place today, Tuesday 8" November 2011 for the post of Assistant Headteacher
Learner Data and Network Leader, three candidates were interviewed. Martin Dell as
appointed to the post. He will commence in early January, date to be confirmed.

U The role of SENCo will be advertised on Friday 13" January 2011, interviews will take place
week commencing 6" February 2011.
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Christmas Concerts Monday 12th and Wednesday 14

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 14th Dec

Three hundred Christmas dinners were cooked and served by Lesley and her
ladies on Wednesday. The lucky diners were treated to live entertainment the
hall. The crowd as always were massively appreciative.
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Advent Wreath and
Services

A Promise Fulfilled — The Prophets of the Old
Testament told of a future, a freedom for all
people, a Messiah, a Saviour for the world.
The promised one would rise up from
Bethlehem and be born of a Virgin, chosen
before all time; he would be conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and cared for by a
human father form the house of David. All of
these prophecies came true and were
pronounced by the writers of the Gospels.

Our Advent Service reflected the prophetic
nature of the Christmas story through dance,
song, narration, prayer, music and reflection.
The children created an atmosphere of
serenity and peace which enabled the
congregation to truly reflect upon the spirit
and essence of the message of Christmas.

On behalf of all staff and Governors may | take this
opportunity to wish you all a beautiful and loving Christmas
filled with peace and happiness.

Forthcoming Events

Term Starts — Thursday 5t January (Week B)
Thursday 19" January Y10 Parents Evening
Friday January 20" Mock results Day
Monday 23" January Y10 Retreat leaves
Monday 23" January Y11 Data Conference
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